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Maurice Ashley, Uncommon Idol

The Brooklyn tenement where Maurice Ashley move afte
be fertile ground for greatness. Neighborhood violence was commonplace and he was becoming increasingly
bored with school.

But the discovery of a chess book in his school i bra
grace. In 1999, he became the first and only African American International Grand Master of Chess, indicating
mastery on par with the greatest athletes in hi ory.

The Charlie Rose Show, CBS News, and more, while his fans include Wynton Marsalis and Will Smith.

Ashl ey, who |ives in New York, has visited Rich nd s
chess camp for school children to be held at Maymont Park.

Opinionated yet warm, Maurice Ashley tells you in his own words why he might be the most likely to get a
t humbs down from American | dol, and why heds th |l eas
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Destiny from Defeat
I played this friend and he co
I couldnét understand why that
school and I saw a chess book. I opened the book and I just immediately
Ml fcll in love. I took it home, learned everything in the book, and I came

4 back and played him and he crushed me again. It turns out that he had
read | i ke ten chess books alre
who has more knowledge is often the one who is more successful and
® that books have power. From then I kept buying more books, bugging
my parents for books and I really just played all the time.

Shoulders of Giants

I candédt compare any of the iss
of mine Jackie Robinson had to
shoulders of giants. The thing I was taught by my mother was that race
is never an i mpediment. |t did
you. It mattered what you thought about yourself. I always had this

focus that I was going to be an International Grandmaster. I was going

to be a great chess player and nothing could stand in my way, certainly nothing as trivial as race. As much as
people try to make it a big deal, wedre all fun
considering how many things happened in the past. To be born after the Civil Rights generation as a beneficiary

of all those struggles is a great blessing. There were incidents, but I would call them minor, basically having to do
with being a black man in a country with a legacy of racism. There was nothing that serious that it could possibly
have held me back.

Indomitable Idealist

One interesting thing about how I think is
that I always have a very big vision. I look
at life in a very
shooting for the moon. I believe in the
possibility and the potentiality of people.
l'tdéds very importan
to be their best, to be great, especially
young people. 1tds
future, but they are. I remember myself as
a young man in Jamaica when we

struggled just to make ends meet. I
remember going to school barefoot, or

when | had fAtal kin

them. The soles were falling off the e

bottom. They | ooked |ike they had mouths, 1|ike
have i magined |1 6d end up where | am today I fe
So | always |l ook to inspire others in the same

earth. The stars are our inheritance. We should always look to be as bold in our vision as possible.
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Values Aligned

The mission of the Maurice Ashley Foundation is to
support intellectual excellence in our communities. |
believe thatoés somet hing
We put a lot of emphasis on entertainment and sports,
and wedre struggling to
intellectual excellence as a standard in our

community, for all our kids so they can start getting
Abs and Bo6s and do | ess
‘|basketballs and getting
proud of that.

Chess for Living

There are so many benefits of the game in terms of
concentration and focus, goal setting, problem

solving, self esteem. It teaches things like deferred
gratification, to not go for the first thing, but to stop
and be patient. The game
taught students who went on to Yale, Harvard, NYU,
Princeton, and Vassar, University of Michigan. And

|l 6m talking about kids f
circumstances whobéve bee
game | i ke chess into the
wonderful to see that for younger folk.
oY i 2y
iTo the Stars Through Aspirationo
ltés never over until itdés over. And even then,
down deep, to | earn more about yourself as a pe
challenge, even mountainous ones, you can find a seed of opportunity to build on. Losing is nothing. I call
myself a great loser because I learn from my losses. Not that I like to lose. But I know when I lose I need to
stop and really work that out. Chess has taught me that I am personally responsible for everything that I do. If
I make a mistake, I have to own up to it and th
come out of that, if youbre willing to face it.
Whoo6és the Man?
Tiger to me is the wultimate chess player. Tiger
his ability to see the shot, for executing the shot, that mental toughness from move to move, the ability to
block out all distractions and just focus on the concrete goal. I love the great athletes who emanate that kind of
intellectual depth. Itds clear that you have a
my former students. We were watching, and we sa

five years. Tiger is the man.
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6 Ways to Ignite Your Game

1. The number one tip: Get a book or books. You have to get a great book on chess. A great beginner book to
start with is Bobby Fischer Teaches Chess. Thato

2. Find better players to play. Hunt them down, hunt them down. Better players will allow you to get better.
Youdbl!l get tips from them. Theyoll hel p you get

3Pl ay chess online. Therebds a whole world of onl
online play. My favorite is the Internet Chess Club. www.ChessClub.com

4.Seek out chess tournaments. Therebds a whole b
www. USChess. org. ltds everything you want to kno
in your city. The better players are in the tour
5, Get chess software for your computer. What soft
play no matter what time of day or night. The cl
Master.

6Find a steady partner to practice with. 1tds s
theydre more |likely to quit, but if they go with
|l east as enthusiastic about | earning chess as yo
I was growing up and he was invaluable.

Are you or your child a future International

Grandmaster?

MATCH Chess Camp coming to Richmond. It stands f

vacant boast.

Maurice Ashley will conduct a five day summer Chess Camp in Richmond July 21 - 25 at Maymont Park.

Designed for children ages K - 8th grade. All skill levels are invited. Maurice and a team of personally
selected coaches will use the Grandmastero6s i nno
22, and an Evening Master Class July 24.

For more information and to register, visit MauriceAshleyChampions.com or email
richmondcamp@Maurice AshleyChampions.com
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